Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call upon him while he is near.
Isaiah 55:6
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Jesus,
The Season of Advent is a time of expectation. It is a period in the
year in which we, with gratitude, anticipate the return of King Jesus and his
restoration of all things. I cannot imagine a time in my faith life and in the
life of the church in which I have longed for this restoration more.
Last year I was at one of my favourite places in the world —
a monastery in Rogersville. It was winter. I had just arrived and had a
conversation with a brother who was in charge of hospitality. I asked how
he was doing, and with real sadness he shared how a young noviciate
recently left the community after discerning he was not called to a monastic
life. In his discouragement, the brother said, “I just do not know how much
longer we can continue in this place.”
I was deeply grieved by this statement for two reasons: First, it echoed
what I often hear from faithful Christians who are deeply grieved and
discouraged with the absence of the younger generation. Second, this
particular monastery has been such a blessing to me — I could not bear the
thought of losing it.
With the words of the brother ringing in my ears I later went out to
walk the grounds and with tears in my eyes I looked over the buildings that I
have come to love. Then, as often happens to me in that place, I heard
God speak to my heart, “The grandeur of this place is nothing compared to
what is to come!” I have come to realize that this is not simply true of the
monastery but of the Kingdom Movement in general. The best is yet to
come. The question is how do we best anticipate and engage in what God is
and will be doing?

This past year, with the lifting of restrictions, we have been able to
gather in person for such events as the Clergy Conference, the Medley
Lectures and the 138th Session of Diocesan Synod.
In these three events there has been a common
theme: In this time of mourning and uncertainty
we must learn to be still in the presence of Jesus
so that we might better discern his will.
This Advent I want to encourage all of us to
guard against the busyness of the Commercial
Christmas Season so that we might secure time for
stillness and discernment. As we seek God may He bless
us with the presence of his Spirit that we might receive and
share more fully the gifts of Hope, Faith, Joy and Love.
Yours in Christ,
Paul

Blue Christmas Service: Nov 29 th at 7:00pm
Traditional Christmas Eve Service: Dec 24 th at 10:00am
Christmas Eve Family Service: Dec 24 th at 1:30pm
Contemporary Christmas Eve Service: Dec 24 th at 7:00pm

Please note there will be no
8:30am service on Dec 25 th

